
2020 END OF THE YEAR NEWSLETTER 

 

During this holiday season, tradition suggests that we reflect on the accomplishments of the past year and look 

forward to the promise of a new year. At first blush, this is a difficult year on which to reflect and give 

thanks.  Our once-in-a-lifetime (hopefully) pandemic, has had devastating effects world-wide and has been sin-

gularly impactful on the United States.  Our daily routines have dramatically changed in response to a virus that 

is now the third leading cause of death in the US.   

But upon further reflection, even in these challenging times, we have much to be thankful for.  Within the Wes-

ley family, we have managed to weather this storm.  Unlike many, many other organizations, we have managed to remain open 

and retain our staff.  We have coalesced around a common purpose of assisting our community during a time of great need.  We 

have sought to be creative in the manner in which we deliver services and have been blessed with the recognition of our efforts 

by our community and supporters. 

In this, the most challenging year in recent memory, we have added and reimagined services.  We continue to innovate in the 

ways we respond to community need.  Our new kitchen has allowed us to deliver site prepared, free, fresh, nutritious meals to 

the children in our programs.  We have also extended free meal service to other families within our community.  We provided 

emergency childcare services for first re- sponders in the early days of the pandemic and 

provided on-site classrooms for those stu- dents unable to attend virtual school from 

home.   We provided two COVID safe, drive up events, a health fair and a turkey distribution.  

We combined voter registration events with flu vaccine clinics.  We very quickly converted 

from Face to Face services to telehealth (virtual) services.  Safely continued to provide 

essential in person services such as Well Child checks, OB care and colposcopies/ cervical 

cancer screening.  We had 4 mobile mammogram events, served 103 women with free services and were featured on Arizona’s 

Family.  We introduced rapid COVID testing to our community and are on pace to provide over 2500 COVID tests by year-end.  

We became recognized as a Patient Centered Medical Home (PCMH).  PCMHs improve quality and the patient experience.  Prac-

tices that earn recognition have made a commitment to continuous quality improvement and a patient-centered approach to 

care.   

We welcomed important new employees into our Wesley family and expanded our existing family with healthy childbirths during 

a pandemic.  We have also seen valuable people leave during this year.  We celebrate their retirement or opportunities to ad-

vance their careers while simultaneously extending our gratitude for their contributions to Wesley.  We recognize that while the 

most challenging days may still be on the horizon, the end is within our sight.  We look forward to safe and effective vaccines 

within the next few months and the promise of a more normal routine.   

Most importantly, we are grateful for the opportunity to make a daily difference in our community. From newborns to seniors; 

from meals, to healthcare, to counseling, to virtual schools; from south central Phoenix to Maryvale; from screening, to immun-

izations, to wellness, to family planning and managing chronic conditions, we make lives just a little better.  In a world apart, we 

are grateful for the opportunity to be six feet together. 

We are eternally grateful for your past and future support particularly during these difficult circumstances.  On behalf of the en-

tire Wesley family, I wish you a joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Blaine Bandi, CEO 



COMMUNITY KITCHEN IMPACT  

This year we finally completed our community kitchen thanks to the generosity of a grant 

from Virginia G. Piper Foundation.  The kitchen is now commercially licensed and has been 

serving the community with free meals during COVID since June 2020.   The meals are 

sponsored by Valley of the Sun United Way.   We currently have a holiday fundraiser op-

portunity.  The proceeds of the holiday meal go to support programs and services at Wes-

ley.  Contact Maria Luz for more information and to place your order.  602-518-7062 / 

mluzsaldana@wccphx.net  

COVID AND WESLEYS SHIFT TO PROVIDE ON-LINE LEARNERS SUPPORT 

Since COVID began and with the suspension of in-person school throughout the school year, Wesley 

has shifted and expanded services further to meet the need for parents who do not have the option to 

work from home and supervise their child(ren).  Wesley provides free internet to on-line learners, free 

breakfast, lunch and snacks.  Each student gets individual assistance with their on-line curriculum 

from our licensed childcare teachers.  Wesley screens each child for COVID symptoms daily.  We fol-

low CDC guidelines for the safety of children and staff and to prevent community spread.  None of this would be possible without 

childcare licensing, DES contracting, a commercial kitchen, and funding support from grants and donors like you! 

COVID DIDN’T STOP WESLEYS’S COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY HEALTH 

COVID did not stop Wesley from its mission to serve the community with healthcare and commu-

nity services.  Since June 2020 and during COVID, Wesley has provided 3 drive through events 

pairing healthcare services such as blood pressure checks, flu shots, vaccines and 

COVID testing while sharing community resources.  There were 4 mobile mammo-

gram events during that time and Wesley even gave out 160 turkeys to the commu-

nity for Thanksgiving.  The need in the community continues to grow exponentially, 

with each of Wesley’s two sites located in COVID hotspots and epicenters. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

COVID has created unprecedented need in our community, a once in a genera-

tion pandemic.  COVID has disproportionately affected low-income, minority 

populations and created bigger gaps between socio-economic sta-

tus.  Our community has been hardest hit.  Wesley has seen a spike 

in the need for food and meal programs, affordable childcare for 

children to complete on-line schooling with the support and re-

sources they need to succeed, access to healthcare and  COVID 

testing and vaccines.  Your support allows Wesley to be able to pro-

vide these services .  With an  exponential increase in need, Wesley 

needs  your support and donations more than ever to help our community and 

combat COVID.   Please donate today.  https://wesleycenterphx.org/donate-to

-wesley-centers  or send check to 1300 S. 10th St. Phoenix, AZ 85034. 

2020 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 LICENSED AS A CHILD CARE FACILITY 

 KITCHEN RENOVATED AND LICENSED 

 3,117 FREE HEALTHY NUTRITIOUS MEALS 

SERVED TO CHILDREN 

 28 CHILDREN RECEIVED 432 HOURS OF 

SUPPORT FOR ON-LINE SCHOOLING 

 GAINED PRESTIGIOUS RECOGNIOTION AS 

PATIENT  CENTERED MEDICAL HOME  

 ON TRACK TO PROVIDE 2,500 COVID 

TESTS! 


